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Federal Decree-Law No. (35) of 2022 

Promulgating the Law of Evidence in Civil and Commercial Transactions 

We, Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the United Arab Emirates, 

After having perused  

 The Constitution; 

 The Federal law No. (1) of 1972 Concerning the Competences of 

Ministries and the Powers of Ministers, as amended; 

 The Federal law No. (10) of 1973 Concerning the Federal Supreme Court, 

as amended; 

 The Federal law No. (8) of 1974 on the Regulation of the Profession of 

Experts before the Courts; 

 The Federal law No. (6) of 1978 Concerning Establishment of Federal 

Courts, and Transferring the Jurisdictions of the Local Juridical 

Authorities in Certain Emirates to Them, as amended; 

 The Civil Transactions Law as promulgated by the Law No. (5) of 1985, 

as amended; 

 The Federal Law No. (10) of 1992 Promulgating the Law of Evidence in 

Civil and Commercial Transactions, as amended; 

 The Federal Law No. (28) of 2005 on Personal Status, as amended; 

 The Federal Law No. (10) of 2019 Regulating Judicial Relations Between 

Federal and Local Judicial Authorities; 
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 The Federal Decree-Law No. (31) of 2021 Promulgating the Crimes and 

Penalties Law; 

 The Federal Decree-Law No. (46) of 2021 on Electronic Transactions and Trust 

Services; and 

 Based on the proposal of the Minister of Justice and the approval of the Council 

of Ministers, 

Have promulgated the following Decree-Law: 

Article (1) 

The accompanying Law of Evidence in Civil and Commercial Transactions shall be 

applicable. 

Article (2) 

The Federal Law No. (10) of 1992 Promulgating the Law of Evidence in Civil and 

Commercial Transactions, as well as any provision contrary to or inconsistent with the 

provisions of the accompanying Law, shall be repealed. 

Article (3) 

This Decree-Law shall be published in the Official Gazette and shall come into force as 

of 2 January 2023. 

Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan 

President of the United Arab Emirates 

 

Promulgated by Us at the Presidential Palace in Abu Dhabi:  

Date: 7 Rabi Al Awwal 1444 AH  

Corresponding to: 3 October 2022 
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Law of Evidence in Civil and Commercial Transactions  
 

Title I 

 General Provisions  

Article (1) 

1. The plaintiff has to prove his right, and the defendant has to disprove it. 

2. The facts which have to be proved, must be related to the case, having a 

significant value and admissible. 

3. The judge may not rule according to his personal knowledge. 

Article (2) 

1. Burden of proof is on the claimant and oath on the denying 

2. Evidence is used to prove the contrary of what is apparent and oath to 

corroborate what originally exists. 

3. Evidence is a mean of proof with extensible effects, while avowal only 

binds the acknowledger. 

Article (3) 

Without prejudice to the provisions of this Law, in case there is a conflict between 

the evidentiary proofs, and it is not possible to reconcile between them, the court 

shall weigh such evidence as it may deem appropriate based on the circumstances 

of the case. If this is not possible, the court may not rely on any of them. In any 

event, the court must state the reasons thereof in its judgment. 

Article (4) 
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A specific form is not required to prove an obligation, unless there is a special 

provision or written agreement between the litigants to that effect. 

Article (5) 

1. If the litigants agree on specific rules of evidence, the court shall enforce 

their agreement, unless it violates the public order. 

2. The agreement of the litigants shall not take effect unless it is in writing. 

Article (6) 

1. Judgments and decisions rendered in evidence procedures need not be 

reasoned, unless they include a final judgment. 

2. In any case, judgments and decisions rendered in summary cases of 

establishing the status quo or in hearing a witness must be reasoned. 

Article (7) 

1. If the court or the supervising judge, as the case may be, decides or orders 

to undertake one of the evidence procedures, it shall determine in the 

judgment or decision the date of the first hearing to commence the 

procedure, without the need for a new notification if the procedure 

requires more than one hearing, except in the case of serving a notice on 

the absent opponent of the plea of forgery or of tendering the decisive oath 

thereto. 

2. The procedures taken - whether electronically or on paper - shall be 

documented according to the procedures stipulated in the Civil Procedures 
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Law. 

3. A clerk shall attend the evidence procedures in order to draft - whether 

electronically or on paper - and sign the report with the judge, with no 

need for the signature of the opponents and the concerned parties. 

Article (8) 

1. By virtue of a decision to be recorded in the transcript of the hearing 

electronically or on paper the court may, on its own motion or at the 

request of one of the parties to the litigation, retract any evidence 

procedures ordered to be taken, provided that it states the reasons therefor 

in the transcript of the hearing. 

2. The Court may disregard the result of the evidence procedure, provided 

that it states the reasons therefor in its judgment or decision. 

Article (9) 

In respect of a dumb person and his equivalent, the acknowledgment, 

interrogation, testimony, taking or rendering oath and abstaining therefrom shall 

be made in writing. In case he doesn’t know how to write, the usual sign thereof 

shall be taken into consideration. 

Article (10) 

1. Any of the evidence procedures taken electronically shall have same the 

binding force of the provisions stipulated in this Law. 

2. If it is not possible to implement any of the evidence procedures through 
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means of remote communication technology for any reason whatsoever, 

the implementation of the procedure shall be postponed to a next hearing, 

subject to the provisions contained in this Law in this regard. 

Article (11) 

1. The evidence procedures such as admission, interrogation, testimony or 

taking oath shall be undertaken before the court. If this is not possible, the 

court may proceed to visit such other premises or delegate one of its judges 

to do so. 

2. If the acknowledging person, the interrogated person, the witness, or the 

person to whom the oath is tendered, and the like, resides inside the State 

but outside the area of jurisdiction of the court, and it is not possible to 

conduct the evidence procedure electronically, the court must delegate the 

court in whose area of jurisdiction his place of residence is located. In this 

case, the provisions of the judicial deputations stipulated in the 

legislations in force in this regard shall apply. 

3. If the acknowledging person, the interrogated person, the witness, or the 

person to whom the oath is tendered, and the like, resides outside the State, 

and it is not possible to conduct the evidence procedure electronically, the 

court shall delegate the competent court in such country to conduct on its 

behalf the required evidence procedure in accordance with the judicial 

treaties concluded in this regard. 
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Article (12) 

Without prejudice to the obligations of the State under the international treaties in 

force therein, the court may rely on the evidence procedures which were 

undertaken outside the State, unless they violate the public order. 

Article (13) 

1. In the event that the opponent fails to produce the documents or carry out 

the required evidence procedure, the court or the supervising judge, as the 

case may be, may decide to order him to pay a fine of no less than (1,000) 

one thousand dirhams and not more than (10,000) ten thousand dirhams. 

This shall be made by virtue of a decision to be recorded in the transcript 

of the hearing. Such decision shall have the same executive force as 

judgments, and it may not open to appeal in any way. 

2. The court or the supervising judge, as the case may be, may exempt the 

person against whom the decision is made from paying the fine, in whole 

or in part, if he presents an acceptable excuse. 

Title II  

Evidence by Admission and Interrogation of Litigants  

Article (14) 

1. An admission is an acknowledgement made by a person of a right owed 

by him to another. 

2. Admission is judicial if a party to litigation acknowledges before the court, 
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directly or through any means of remote communication technology, of a 

fact alleged against him during the course of examining the case related 

to such incident, whether before the court hearing the case or the 

supervising judge, as the case may be. 

3. Admission is extrajudicial if it doesn't occur before the court or if it is 

made in connection with a dispute raised in another case. 

Article (15) 

1. In order for the admission to be held valid, the acknowledging person must 

have the capacity to dispose of the acknowledged thing. 

2. The admission made by the discerning minor who is authorized to buy, 

and sell shall be valid to the extent that he is authorized to do so. 

3. The admission made by of the custodian, the guardian, the trustee of a 

mortmain, or equivalent thereof shall be valid to the extent that they have 

undertaken within the limits of their authority. 

Article (16) 

1. The admission shall be made explicitly or impliedly, verbally or in 

writing. 

2. The admission may not be admissible if it appears to be false on its face. 

Article (17) 

The admission shall be indivisible towards the one who makes it, unless it is 

focused on various incidents, and the existence of one incident does not 
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necessarily entail the existence of the other incidents. 

Article (18) 

The judicial admission shall constitute a conclusive proof against the person 

who made it, and is limited to him, and he may not resile from it. 

Article (19) 

The extrajudicial admission shall be established in accordance with the provisions 

prescribed in this Law, including that it may not be evidenced by testimony except 

in the events in which the evidence can be established by testimony. 

Article (20) 

1. The court or the supervising judge, as the case may be, may, on its own 

motion or at the request of one of the litigants, interrogate any of the 

litigants who are present. 

2. Any litigant, after the consent of the court or the supervising judge, as the 

case may be, may directly interrogate his present opponent. 

Article (21) 

1. The court or the supervising judge, as the case may be, may, on its own 

motion or at the request of one of the litigants, summon the litigant to 

appear for interrogation, and the party summoned for interrogation must 

attend the hearing specified for that purpose. 

2. If the litigant has an acceptable excuse that prevents him from attending 

in person for interrogation, then in such a case his statements may be heard 
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through means of remote communication technology. If this is not 

possible, the supervising judge may proceed to visit his premises to hear 

his statements. If the interrogation is to be made before the court, it may 

delegate one of its judges to interrogate him. The court or the supervising 

judge shall determine the date and place of hearing his statements, and a 

transcript shall be prepared on the same and shall be signed by the 

delegated judge or supervisor and the clerk. 

3. Should a party to the litigation fail to attend for interrogation without 

acceptable excuse or refuse to answer without admissible justification, the 

court will draw its own conclusions accordingly and may accept evidence 

by testimony of witnesses or by presumptions in the events where this was 

not allowed. 

Article (22) 

1. In case of total or partial incapacity of a party, the court or the supervising 

judge, as the case may be, may, interrogate his legal representative, or 

cross-examine such party himself, if discerning, in the matters authorized. 

2. If the opponent is a legal person, his legal representative shall be 

interrogated. 

3. In any event, the legal representative referred to in this Article must have 

the capacity to dispose of the disputed right. 

Article (23) 
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1. The court or the supervising judge, as the case may be, may address 

questions to any litigant or to such persons as the other litigant may request 

them to be questioned, and the answer shall be given at the same hearing, 

unless the need requires, as might be deemed appropriate by the court or 

the supervising judge, granting him another time to answer. 

2. The litigant may object to a question addressed to him, and he must 

indicate the reason for his objection. 

3. The court or the supervising judge, as the case may be, shall bar every 

question which is not related to the case, is not of a significant value 

therein, or is not admissible. 

4. The answer will take place in the presence of the party requesting the 

interrogation, but the interrogation may not be made contingent on his 

presence. 

5. The questions and answers shall be recorded in the transcript of the 

hearing and read out to the litigants present. The interrogated party may 

correct whatever answers as he might he deems that there is a need to 

correct the same. The transcript shall be signed by both the judge and the 

clerk. 

Title III 

Evidence in Writing 

Article (24) 

1. The official document is a document in which a public officer or a person 
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in charge of public service records, in the manner prescribed by law and 

within the limits of his powers and competence, what has been performed 

in his presence or statements that have been made to him by the concerned 

parties. 

2. If the document does not fulfill the conditions referred to in Clause (1) of 

this Article, it shall have the probative value of a formal document, 

provided that it bears the signatures, seals or fingerprints of the concerned 

parties. 

Article (25) 

1. An official document, unless it is legally established to be forged, shall 

have probative force erga omnes as regards matters therein recorded to 

have been performed by its author within the limits of his duties or in 

respect of matters performed by the parties in his presence. 

2. The content stated by any of the concerned parties in the official document 

shall constitute a proof against him, unless he proves otherwise. 

Article (26) 

1. When the original of an official document exists, the official copy thereof 

shall have a probative force as far as it a true copy of the original. 

2. The copy shall be official if it is taken from the original, in accordance 

with the regulatory procedures in this regard. 

3. The official copy shall be deemed a true copy of the original, unless it is 
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contested by one of the concerned parties; in which case the copy shall be 

checked against the original. 

Article (27) 

When the original of an official document does not exist, the copy shall have the 

probative force of the original, provided that its outward appearance does not give 

rise to any doubt that it does not conform to the original, and all other copies may 

only be regarded as merely informatory. 

Article (28) 

1. A formal document shall be deemed to have been issued by the person 

who signed it and shall have probative force as far as such person is 

concerned, unless he expressly contests the writing, the signature, the seal 

or the fingerprint alleged to be his, or his successor contests or denies his 

knowledge of the writing, the signature, the seal or the fingerprint are the 

person from whom he received the right. 

2. Whenever a formal document is invoked against a person and such person 

discusses the subject-matter of the document before the supervising judge 

or the court, as the case may be, it is not acceptable for him to contest 

afterwards its authenticity or to insist his lack of knowledge that such 

document has been issued by the person from whom he received the right. 

Article (29) 

The correspondence bearing the signature of or purportedly issued by its sender 
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shall have the same probative force as the formal document, unless the sender 

proves that he did not send the correspondence or that he did not instruct someone 

to send it. 

Article (30) 

1. The merchants' hard or electronic books shall not be taken as a proof 

against the persons who are not merchants. When, however, these books 

contain particulars as to supplies made by merchants, the judge may, on 

basis of these particulars and within the limits of matters that could be 

established by the testimony of witnesses, call upon any of the parties to 

take the suppletory oath. 

2. The merchants' hard or electronic regular books that must compulsorily 

be kept by them have probative force against fellow merchants, if the 

dispute concerns a commercial action. This probative force is forfeited by 

contra evidence which could be taken from the regular books of the 

opponent. 

3. The compulsory merchants' books, whether regularly kept or not, whether 

they are hard or electronic copy, shall have probative force against the 

merchant to whom they belong, as concerns the facts on which his 

opponent, merchant or otherwise, has based. On such a case, entries in 

these books that are in favor of the owner of the books shall have probative 

force in his favor as well. 
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4. If any of the two litigating merchants relies on his opponent’s electronic 

or hard books, and accepts in advance the contents thereof, and the 

opponent, without justification, refuses to produce his books or enable him 

to have access thereto, the court may tender the suppletory oath to the one 

who relies on the books in support of the validity of his claim. 

Article (31) 

Books and private papers, even if they are electronically recorded, shall have no 

probative force against the person from whom they issued, except in the two 

following cases: 

1. When such a person expressly states therein that he has been fully repaid 

a debt. 

2. When such a person expressly states therein that he intended that the 

contents recorded in these papers shall take the place of a title in favor of 

a person for whom the entries establish a right. 

In both cases, if what is mentioned therein does not bear the signature of the 

person from whom they issued, he may prove the contrary by all means of 

evidence. 

Article (32) 

1. An electronic or hard endorsement of discharge by the creditor, entered 

on the instrument of debt, in his own handwriting but unsigned by him, 

constitutes a proof against him until proof to the contrary. Such 
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endorsement shall also constitute a proof against him, even though it is 

not in his handwriting and is not signed by him, as long as the instrument 

of debt has never been out of his possession. 

2. The provision of Clause (1) of this Article shall apply if the creditor 

endorses a document in acknowledgment of the debtor’s discharge, in his 

own handwriting but without signature, on a second original of the debt 

instrument or a discharge as long as such copy or discharge, whether 

electronic or hard copy, is in the hands of the debtor. 

3. The payment through electronic means shall release from liability. 

Article (33) 

1. The litigant may apply to the supervising judge or the court, as the case 

may be, to order his opponent to produce any electronic or hard document 

of a significant value in the case that in his possession in the following 

events: 

a) If the law allows him to apply for the production or submission 

thereof. 

b) If the document is joint between him and his opponent. The 

document shall be deemed joint in particular if it is in the interest 

of the two opponents, or if it establishes their mutual obligations 

and rights or affects the legal position of the two opponents. 

c) If the opponent based his claim on it in any stage of the case. 
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2. The application referred to in Clause (1) of this Article may not be granted, 

unless it fulfills the following elements: 

a. Descriptions and content of the document, as detailed as possible. 

b. Indications and circumstances which suggest that the document is 

in the possession of the opponent. 

c. The incident which is inferred from the document, and the basis 

for ordering the opponent to produce such document. 

Article (34) 

1. If the litigant admits that the document is in his possession or keeps silent, 

or if the applicant proves the validity of his application, the court shall 

order the production of the document immediately or on such date as it 

may determine. 

2. If the opponent refrains from producing the required document after 

having been granted a time extension once, the copy of the document 

submitted by the applicant shall be deemed true and identical to its 

original. If he has not submitted a copy of such document, the court may 

rely on the statements made by the applicant regarding the form and 

content of the document. 

3. If the opponent denies the existence of such document and the applicant 

fails to provide the court with sufficient evidence proving the validity of 

his application, he may apply to the court to tender an oath to his opponent 

that the document does not exist and that he has no knowledge of its 
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existence or of its whereabout and that he did not conceal it or neglect 

searching for it in order to deprive the applicant from using it as evidence. 

If the opponent abstains from taking the oath and fails to tender it back to 

the applicant or if he tenders the oath backs to the applicant and the 

applicant takes the oath, the copy of the document submitted by the 

applicant shall be deemed true and identical to its original. If he has not 

submitted a copy of such document, the court may rely on the statements 

made by the applicant regarding the form and content of the document. 

Article (35) 

1. A litigant in commercial cases may request his opponent to produce a 

document related to the case or to allow him to have access thereto, and 

the court shall order to that effect in accordance with the following rules: 

a. The document must be specific per se or by its type. 

b. The document must be related to the commercial dealing, subject 

of the case, or leads to revealing the truth therein. 

c. Having access to such document must not lead to violating any 

right in the trade secret or any associated rights, unless the court 

holds otherwise by virtue of a reasoned decision. 

2. If the litigant refuses to produce the documents which are ordered by the 

Court to be produced to his opponent in accordance with the provisions of 

Clause (1) of this Article, the court may consider his refusal to be a 
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presumption of the validity of his opponent’s claims. 

Article (36) 

The court or the supervising judge, as the case may be, may, on its own motion or 

at the request of one of the litigants, during the course of the case, even before the 

Court of Appeal, decide as follows: 

1. To implead a third party in order to be ordered to produce a document in 

his possession. 

2. To request a document from a public authority or a certified copy thereof 

indicating that it is a true copy of its original if it is not possible for the 

litigant to do so. The court or the supervising judge, as the case may be, 

may request the public authority to provide in writing or verbally whatever 

information in its possession which is related to the case, without 

prejudice to the provisions of the related legislations. 

Article (37) 

1. The Court shall assess the consequences of the material defects in the 

document as to rejecting or reducing the probative weight thereof. The 

Court may rely on some or all contents of such documents. 

2. In case the authenticity of the document is doubtful to the court, it may on 

its own motion call upon the official who issued it or the person who wrote 

it to clarify the truth of the matter. 

Article (38) 

If the opponent submits a document as evidence in the case, he may not withdraw 
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it without the consent of the other party in the litigation except with a written 

authorization of the court or the supervising judge, as the case may be, and after 

keeping a copy in the file of the case, duly endorsed by the Case Management 

Office that it is a true copy of the original. 

Article (39) 

1. The official and formal documents can both be alleged to have been 

forged, while the forgery of writing, seal, signature or fingerprint may 

only be alleged as to formal documents. 

2. The litigant who raises an allegation of forgery shall bear the burden of 

proving his allegation. The one who denies that the formal document was 

issued by him or if his successor or representative contests or denies that 

he has no knowledge of the same, the onus of proof lies on his opponent 

to prove that it was issued by such litigant or his predecessor. 

3. If the opponent admits the authenticity of the seal appended on the formal 

document but denies having stamped the same document, he has to contest 

that same on the ground of forgery. 

Article (40) 

If the person against whom the formal document is invoked contests his 

handwriting, signature, seal or fingerprint, or if his successor or representative 

contests the same or denies his knowledge of it, and the other litigant 

insists on adhering to the document, and where the document is of significant 
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value in the litigation and the facts and documents of the case were not sufficient 

to convince the court of the authenticity of the handwriting, signature, seal or 

fingerprint, the court shall order an investigation to be carried out through 

verification by comparison and/or hearing the witnesses in accordance with the 

rules and procedures stipulated in this Law. The testimony may not be heard 

except in connection with proving the incident of appending the writing, 

signature, seal or fingerprint on the document. 

Article (41) 

1. The court or the supervising judge, as the case may be, shall schedule a 

date for the litigants to appear and produce the documents in their 

possession for the purpose of verification by comparison, and to agree on 

those which are suitable for this purpose. If the litigant who bears the onus 

of proof fails, without an acceptable excuse, to do so, his right to proof 

may be forfeited. If his opponent fails to appear, the court may consider 

the documents produced for the purpose of verification by comparison are 

adequate. 

2. The litigant who disputes the authenticity of the document must appear in 

person to give a specimen of his handwriting at the time specified for that 

purpose. If he declines to appear without an acceptable excuse or attends 

and refrains from giving a specimen of his handwriting, the court may 

declare the authenticity of the document. 

Article (42) 
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1. In the absence of an agreement between the parties as to which documents 

are suitable for the purpose of verification by comparison, the following 

shall only be admitted: 

a. The handwriting, signature, seal, or fingerprint appended on 

official documents. 

b. The part of the document, subject to verification, which the 

opponent admits its authenticity. 

c. The opponent's handwriting or signature which he writes before 

the court, or the fingerprint appended before it. 

d. The handwriting, signature, seal, or fingerprint appended on 

ordinary documents which are proven to have been issued by the 

opponent. 

2. The verification of the denied handwriting, signature, seal or fingerprint 

by way of comparison shall be carried out against the handwriting, 

signature, seal or fingerprint established to be of the person who witnessed 

the document, subject of the investigation. 

Article (43) 

1. In case the court has adjudicated the authenticity of the whole document, 

the contesting party shall be condemned to a fine of no less than (3,000) 

three thousand dirhams, and not more than (10,000) ten thousand dirhams, 

without prejudice to the right of the concerned parties to seek 
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compensation. 

2. The fine may not be multiplied by multiple successors or representatives, 

and a fine may not be imposed on either of them if his denial is limited to 

the denial of knowledge. 

Article (44) 

1. The allegation of forgery may be raised in any stage of the case. The 

person who raises an allegation of forgery shall specify all the areas of the 

alleged forgery, its evidence, and the investigation procedures by which 

the same will be proved. This shall be made by virtue of a memorandum 

to be submitted to the court or filed electronically, or by recording the 

same in the electronic or paper transcript of the hearing. 

2. Where the document is of significant value in the litigation and the facts 

and documents of the case were not sufficient to convince the court of 

whether the document is authentic or forged, and it considers that the 

investigation requested by the person who alleges the forgery is of 

significant value and permissible, it shall order the same. 

3. The order to investigate the allegation of forgery shall be carried out 

through the verification by comparison and/or by hearing witnesses, in 

accordance with the rules and procedures stipulated in this Title. 

Article (45) 

1. The person who raises an allegation of forgery shall hand over to the Case 
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Management Office the allegedly forged document if it is in his 

possession or the copy thereof which has been served on him. If he refuses 

to hand over the document or the copy thereof, as the case may be, his 

right to raise the allegation of its forgery shall be forfeited, and such 

allegation may not be accepted from him afterwards. 

2. If the document is in the hands of the litigant, the court may instruct him 

to deliver it immediately to the Case Management Office or order the 

seizure and deposit thereof. If the litigant refuses to deliver the document 

and the court is unable to seize it, the document shall be considered non-

existing, but this shall not prevent the seizure thereof later on if possible. 

3. In any event, the presiding judge shall, together with the clerk, shall sign 

the document prior to depositing the same with the Case Management 

Office. 

Article (46) 

1. The person who made the allegation that a document is forged may waive 

off his allegation before the completion of the investigation procedures. 

After such waiver, no allegation from him that such document is forged 

may be admitted. 

2. The party who is alleged to have committed forgery may interrupt the 

process of investigation at whatever stage it may be, if he abandons 

insisting on adhering to the document which is alleged to have been 
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forged. Should this be the case, the court shall order the seizure or archival 

of the document if requested by the person who made the allegation of 

forgery due to a legitimate interest in such request.  

Article (47) 

An order to investigate an allegation of forgery stays the suitability of such 

document, subject of an allegation of forgery, for execution, without prejudice to 

the interim measures. 

Article (48) 

Even if a challenge on the ground of forgery is made before it, the court may order 

the rejection and invalidity of any document if it clearly appears from its condition 

or from the circumstances of the case, that it is forged. The court, in this case, 

must state in its judgment the circumstances and the presumptions from which it 

reached this conclusion. 

Article (49) 

1. If the allegation that a document is forged is dismissed or the right of 

person who made the allegation of forgery to prove it is forfeited, he shall 

be condemned to a fine of no less than (3,000) three thousand dirhams, 

and not more than (10,000) ten thousand dirhams, without prejudice to the 

right of the concerned parties to seek compensation. 

2. The person who made the allegation of forgery shall not be penalized if 

he waives off his allegation before the completion of the investigation 
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procedures, unless it is established to the court that his intentions were 

malicious to the detriment of his opponent or that he intended to delay the 

disposal of the case. 

3. The person who made the allegation of forgery shall not be penalized if 

part of his allegations were proven to be true.  

4. If it is established that the document is forged, the court shall refer it along 

with the copies of the relevant reports to the public prosecution in order to 

take the necessary measures in its regard. 

Article (50) 

Whoever fears that a forged document may be invoked against him, may sue the 

holder of such document, and whoever benefits from it, in accordance with the 

procedures regulating the filing of the case. In investigating this case, the court 

shall take into account the rules and procedures stipulated in this Title. 

Article (51) 

1. In cases where evidence is required to be in writing, the same may be 

replaced by a judicial admission, a decisive oath, or the principle of 

evidence in writing, collaborated by another means of evidence, when 

there is no provision in this law. 

2. The principle of evidence in writing is every and each writing issued by 

the litigant, which would make the existence of the alleged disposition 

very probable. 
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Article (52) 

Without prejudice to the obligations of the State under the international treaties in 

force therein, the court may admit in evidence a paper or electronic document 

issued outside the State and certified by the competent authorities in the country 

in which it was issued and the competent authorities in the State, provided that it 

shall not violate the public order. 

Title IV  

Evidence by Electronic Proof  

Article (53)  

Subject to the other legislations in force in the State, an electronic proof shall 

mean any proof derived from any data or information created, stored, extracted, 

copied, sent, communicated or received through means of information 

technology, on any medium, and which can be retrieved in an understandable 

form. 

Article (54) 

The electronic evidence shall include the following: 

1. Electronic record. 

2. Electronic document. 

3. Electronic signature. 

4. Electronic seal. 

5. Electronic correspondence, including e-mail. 

6. Modern means of communication. 
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7. Electronic media. 

8. Any other electronic evidence. 

Article (55) 

Evidence by electronic proof shall be subject to the same the provisions of the 

evidence in writing contained in this Law. 

Article (56) 

The official electronic proof shall have the same probative force prescribed for 

the official document, if it fulfills the conditions stipulated in Clause (1) of Article 

(24) of this Law, including what is automatically issued from the electronic 

systems of the public authorities or agencies charged with a public service. 

Article (57) 

The unofficial electronic proof shall constitute a proof towards the parties to the 

dealing in the following events, unless proven otherwise: 

1. If it is issued in accordance with the legislations in force in this regard. 

2. If it is derived from an electronic means stipulated in a contract in dispute. 

3. If it is derived from a documented or publicly available electronic means. 

Article (58) 

The litigant who alleges that the electronic proof provided for in Articles (56) and 

(57) of this Law is incorrect shall bear the burden of proving his allegation. 

Article (59) 

Except as provided for in Article (56) of this law, the Digital Evidence shall have 
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the same probative value of an informal document, in accordance with the 

provisions of this law. 

Article (60) 

The digital evidence shall be submitted in its original form or by any other digital 

means, and the court may order submission of digital evidence's content in 

writing, whenever form thereof so permits. 

Article (61) 

If any of the litigants refrains from, without an acceptable excuse, from providing 

the content required by the court to verify the validity of the digital evidence, then 

the right of the invoking litigant to invoke the digital evidence shall lapse or 

otherwise his refraining shall constitute a proof against him, as the case may be. 

Article (62) 

Where it is not possible to verify the validity of the digital evidence for a reason 

not attributable to the litigants, the court shall assess the probative value of the 

digital evidence based on the circumstances of the case. 

)63( Article  

1. The content extracted from the digital evidence shall have the same 

probative value as the digital evidence itself, to the extent that the extracts 

are identical to the corresponding electronic record. 

2. The provision of Clause (1) of this Article shall apply to extracts generated 

from electronic payment means. 
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Article (64) 

The provisions stipulated in Part III of this law shall apply to any matter which is 

not specifically provided for in relation to the digital evidence, insofar as the same 

are not in conflict with its digital nature. 

Part V 

Proof by Testimony 

Article (65) 

Evidence is admissible through the testimony of witnesses, unless another 

provision stipulates otherwise. 

)66( Article  

1. Every act whose value exceeds AED 50,000 (fifty thousand (UAE 

Dirhams, or its equivalent), or is of an undetermined value, must be 

proven in writing. 

2. The testimony of witnesses shall be inadmissible in proving the 

existence or extinguishment of the actions mentioned in Clause (1) of 

this Article, unless there is an agreement or legal provision to the 

contrary. 

3. In the assessment of the obligation, only its value at the moment of 

performing the act, without adding the accessories to the principal, shall 

be taken into account. 

4. If the lawsuit includes several claims arising from a number of sources, 

proof may be established by testimony of witnesses for each claim not 
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exceeding in value five thousands Dirham (or its equivalent), although the 

total value of the claims exceeds this amount, or although they arise from 

dealings between the parties to the litigation themselves or from 

transactions of the same nature. 

5.  For the purpose of establishing partial payment, the value of the principal 

obligation shall be taken into account. 

Article (67) 

Evidence by testimony of witnesses is not admitted even if the value of the act 

does not exceed AED 50,000 (five thousand Dirham, or its equivalent) in the 

following instances: 

1. Acts which the law requires to be made in writing to hold them valid or 

admitted.  

2. If the amount claimed is the remainder or part of a right which may only 

be established in writing. 

3. If the amount claimed contradicts or exceeds that which is contained in 

the written or digital evidence; 

4. If the claim of one of the parties to the litigation exceeds in value AED 

50,000 (five thousands Dirham, and he later adjusted his claim to an 

amount not exceeding this value. 

Article (68) 

Evidence by testimony of witnesses may be resorted to in matters that had to be 
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established by written evidence, in the following instances: 

1.  When there is a commencement of proof in writing, whether the 

document invoked is in digital or paper format; 

2.   A when written evidence cannot be obtained as a result of a material or 

moral impediment. Material impediments include illiteracy, or when the 

person seeking the proof is a third party who was not a party to the 

contract. Moral impediments include marital bond, kinship ties, and 

affinities up to the fourth degree; 

3. If the claimant loses his written or digital instrument for a reason beyond 

his control; 

4. If the written evidence is challenged for involving a matter prohibited by 

law or held to be in violation of public discipline or manners. 

Article (69) 

 Testimony must be based on eye-witness observation; however, testimony based 

on second hand reports shall be admitted only in matters which often not 

verifiable without such testimony, including the following cases: 

1. Death 

2. Marriage 

3. Divorce 

4. Affinity 

5. Endowment and will 

)70( Article  
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1. It is not permissible to accept the testimony of any person who is below 

the age of (15) fifteen years, and who is not of sound mind. 

2. It is permissible to hear the statements of a person below the age of (15) 

fifteen years, but only for informative purposes. 

)71( Article  

1. Before giving testimony, the witness must disclose any relationship he has 

with the parties to the litigation or otherwise any interest he has in the 

litigation. 

2. The testimony of a person who uses a testimony to push back a harm, or 

to bring a benefit, to himself shall not be admitted. Also, the testimony of 

an ascendants in favor of a descendant thereof, and the testimony of a 

descendant in favor of an ascendants thereof, as well as the testimony of 

one spouse in favor of the other, even after their separation, and the 

testimony of the guardian or trustee in favor of the person under his 

guardianship are not accepted. 

3. The testimony of employees, servants and those charged with a public 

service regarding the information came to their knowledge during the 

course of their service shall not be accepted, even after they have left 

work, as long as the competent authority prohibits the disclosure of such 

information. However, the competent authority may allow them to give a 

testimony at the request of the court or one of the parties to litigation. 

)72( Article  
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1. The party to the litigation seeking to prove an incident by witness 

testimony must specify the facts he wishes to establish in writing or 

verbally in the hearing, as well as the number of witness and their names; 

2. If the Court or the supervising judge, as the case may be, allows one of 

the parties to the litigation to prove a fact by testimony of witnesses, the 

other party may disprove the same fact in the same manner. 

3. The order or sentence ordering submission of evidence by way of 

witnesses' testimony must state every fact included in this order and the 

day on which the examination of witnesses shall commence.  

4.  The court or the supervising judge, as the case may be, may, on its own 

motion or at the request of a party to the litigation, summon to give his 

testimony whoever it deems necessary to reveal the truth.  

Article (73) 

Should the party to the litigation fail to bring his witness or fail to summon him 

to attend the hearing scheduled, he shall forfeit his right to have his witness testify. 

The court or the supervising judge, as the case may be, may order the witness to 

be brought to the court or otherwise summon the witness to appear at the next 

hearing, without prejudice to any penalty imposed by law for this delay. 

)74( Article  

1. If the witness refuses to attend in reply to the summons of the party to the 

litigation or of the court or of the supervising judge, as the case may be, 
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the said party or the case management office of the court, as the case may 

be, has to summon the witness in order to attend and give his testimony at 

least twenty-four hours before the time fixed for his hearing, excluding 

distance time. In urgent cases the said period may be reduced  

2. If the witness has been duly summoned to appear and fails to attend, the 

court or the supervising judge, as the case may be, shall condemn him to 

a fine of not less than AED 1,000 (One thousand dirhams) and not 

exceeding AED 2,000 (Two thousand dirhams). 

3. If, after being fined, the witness abstains to attend, the court or the 

supervising judge, as the case may be, may re-fine him for an amount not 

less than AED 2,000 (Two thousand dirhams) and not exceeding AED 

10,000 (Ten thousand dirhams). If he is still refusing to attend, he may be 

arrested and brought before the court. 

4. The orders referred to in this Article shall be recorded in the minutes of 

the hearing and shall not be subject to challenge. However, the Court may 

exempt the witness from paying the fine if he appears and submits an 

acceptable excuse. 

)75( Article  

1. If the witness appears and refuses to take the oath or abstains without a 

legal excuse from answering a question directed to him, he shall be 

condemned to the penalty prescribed in the penal law. 
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2.  If the witness has an excuse preventing him from attending and it is not 

possible to hear his testimony through remote means of communication, 

the delegated or supervising judge, as the case may be, may go to him to 

hear his testimony. 

3. In case the investigation takes place before the court, it may delegate one 

of its judges to hear the witness' testimony. The court or the delegated 

judge shall fix the date and place of taking testimony from the witness, 

and a report in respect of the same shall be drawn up and signed by the 

delegated judge and the clerk. 

Article (76) 

1. The Testimony shall be given orally and may also be taken in writing 

with the permission of the court or the supervising judge, as the case 

may be. 

2. The testimony shall be given in the presence of the litigants, and the 

testimony of each witness shall be heard individually without the presence 

of the other witnesses whose testimony is not yet heard, except for a well-

justified reason. The defence witnesses shall be heard in the same hearing 

in which the prosecution witnesses were heard, unless there is a reason 

preventing the same. If the investigation is adjourned to another hearing, 

the adjournment order shall serve as summon for the present witnesses to 

appear at the next hearing, unless the court expressly exempts them from 
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attending. 

3. The court may immediately hear the testimony of any present witness, as 

it may deem appropriate, provided that it shall abide by the provisions of 

Clause (2) of this Article. 

4. The witness shall take an oath saying (I swear by Almighty God that I will 

tell the whole truth and nothing but the truth). The oath shall be taken in 

accordance with the religious rituals of the witness' religion or belief, at 

his request. 

5. The non-appearance of the litigant in whose favour the testimony is 

given shall not prevent the hearing the testimony, and he may review the 

of the witness testimony transcript. 

Article (77) 

1. The court or the supervising judge, as the case may be, may hear the 

testimony of witnesses through remote communication technology. Each 

witness shall be heard individually unless the same is not possible, and a 

transcript in respect of the remote testimony proceedings shall be drawn 

up and signed by the delegated judge and the clerk. 

2. In remote trials, if it is not possible to hear the testimony of witnesses 

through remote communication technology for any reason, the competent 

court or the supervising judge may order the witness to attend in person, 

and the order passed in this regard shall specify the location of the circuit 
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before which the attendance is required and the date of the hearing. 

Article (78) 

1. The parties to the litigation or their attorneys may direct questions to the 

witness, provided that the questions are related to the case and useful for 

revealing the truth. The witness shall first answer the questions of the 

litigant who asked him to testify then the questions of the other party and 

the party who questioned him first may re-question him again. Once the 

interrogation by the party to the litigation completed, the witness may not 

be asked new questions except with the permission of the court. 

2.  The litigant may question the witness to show his bias, relationship or 

friendship with one of the parties to litigation, his credibility or interest in 

the outcome and consequences of the case, and whether the witness has 

been convicted of a felony or a crime against honour or trust. 

3. In all cases, a witness may refrain from answering if the question is 

intended to obtain from him a confession of a crime he has committed or 

to compel him to be a witness against himself. 

4. The court, the delegated judge and the supervising judge may, on their 

own or at the request of a party to litigation, prohibit questions from being 

directed to the witness if such questions are not related to the subject 

matter of the litigation or are intended to delay the adjudication thereof or 

are not admissible for violating the state laws, public order or public 
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morals. In all cases, the judge must ward off from the witness any express 

or intimated indication, phrase or statement that would disturb the 

witness's thoughts, intimidate or offend him. 

5. The court, or the delegated judge and the supervising judge, as the case 

may be, may direct to the witness any questions he deems useful in 

revealing the truth. The testimony shall be given orally. Written 

memoranda may not be used except with the permission of the court, 

delegated judge, or supervisory judge, and where the same is justified by 

the nature of the case. If the witness neglects something that has to be 

mentioned, the court, delegated judge, or supervising judge must ask him 

about the same. 

Article (79) 

In case of a discrepancy in the testimony of witnesses, the court shall take the 

portion of the testimony it is satisfied with its credibility. 

Article (80) 

The testimony shall be recorded in a transcript that includes the witness’s 

information, his relation to the litigants, the text of his testimony, and his answer 

to the questions directed to him. The contents of the transcript shall be read to, 

and signed by, the witness, and if he refuses to sign, the same, along with the 

reason thereof, shall be entered in the transcript. 

Article (81) 

1. The litigant against whom the testimony was given may indicate to the 
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court or the supervising judge, as the case may be, his objections to the 

witness, whether in terms of his trustworthiness to testify or his testimony, 

and the court shall assess the impact of this on the testimony. 

2. The court or the supervising judge, as the case may be, may, without the 

need for recommendation, assess the trustworthiness of the witness in 

terms of his behaviour, conduct and other circumstances of the case, and 

may also, when necessary, use the means it deems appropriate to assess 

such trustworthiness. 

Article (82) 

If during the examination of the case or upon deciding the merits thereof, the court 

of the supervising judge, as the case may be, become ascertained that the witness 

has given a false testimony, it shall draw a report and send him to the public 

prosecution to take the criminal measures necessary. 

Article (83) 

1. Whoever fears losing the opportunity of having a witness testify in a 

matter not yet submitted to the court but is likely to be so, may request, in 

the presence of all persons concerned, that this witness be heard. The 

request shall be submitted electronically or on paper to the judge of 

summary matters, in accordance with the procedures regulating the same. 

In case of necessity, the court shall hear the witness whenever the fact is 

one that may be evidenced by testimony of the witnesses. 

2.  The court may, upon request of the other party, hear defines witnesses to 
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the extent required by the urgency of the circumstances in the case. 

3. Except for the above, rules and procedures mentioned in the preceding 

articles shall be followed in testimony. In such case, copy of the 

interrogation report may neither be delivered nor be submitted to court 

unless the court, while judging the merits, deems that the fact may be 

established by testimony of witnesses. The concerned party in the 

litigation may file an opposition with this court, as to the acceptance of 

this evidence, and may request hearing defence witnesses in his favour. 

Article (84) 

The witness may not be harmed, and the court or the supervising judge, as the 

case may be, must prevent every attempt to intimidate or exerts an influence on 

him when giving testimony. 

Article (85) 

The court or the supervising judge, as the case may be, shall, at the request of the 

witness, estimate the expenses incurred by the witness to move to the court and 

the compensation for his interruption. The court shall, when appropriate, 

determine the amount prescribed for the expenses of the witness and the litigant 

to be charged with the amount, and the same shall be borne by the losing litigant, 

unless the loss is proportional, where each of the litigants shall bear the expenses 

in proportion of his loss, and the court shall make an indication to the same in the 

judgment issued on the merits of the case. 

Part VI 
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Evidence by Presumptions and Res Judicata 

Article (86) 

1. Presumptions provided for by the law relieve the party in whose favor it 

exists of the necessity of producing any other evidence. These 

presumptions may be rebutted by evidence to the contrary, unless the law 

provides otherwise.  

2. The court may deduce other evidential presumptions, in the circumstances 

in which evidence by testimony is allowed, provided that it shall show the 

significance of the same. 

3. The court may seek the assistance of scientific means to deduce 

presumptions. 

Article (87) 

Subject to the provisions of the Civil Procedures Law, final judicial rulings and 

orders and writs of performance that acquired the res judicata status shall be 

regarded as absolute proof as to the matters finally decided of the litigation, and 

no proof may be admitted against the legal presumption resulting therefrom, 

provided that such judgments refer to rights between the parties themselves acting 

in the same capacities and having the same object and the same cause. The court, 

by its own initiative, shall decide the incontestable character of this proof. 

Article (88) 

A penal decision only binds the court as regards the facts on which the penal court 

gave its decision and upon which the court had to give its decision. Nevertheless, 

the court is not bound by the judgment acquitting the accused unless it is based 
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on denying attribution of the fact to him. 

Part VII 

Proof by Custom 

Article (89) 

Proof by custom or customary practices between the litigants is permissible in 

matters that are not provided for by a special provision or in agreement between 

the parties, or in matters not violating the public order. 

Article (90) 

1. Whoever adheres to custom or customary practices between the litigants 

must prove their existence at the time of the incident. 

2. Any of the litigants may challenge the existence of custom or customary 

practices between the litigants, and they may oppose the same with more 

powerful evidence. 

Article (91) 

In case of a conflict, the customary practices between the litigants and the private 

custom shall take precedence over the general custom. 

Article (92) 

When necessary, the court may delegate an expert to verify the existence of 

custom or customary practices between the litigants, subject to the provisions 

prescribed in Part X of this law. 

Chapter VIII 

Proof by Oath 

Article (93) 
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1. The decisive oath is one that a litigant takes to refute the other litigant's 

claim, and it may be rejected by the other litigant, subject to the provisions 

stipulated in this Part. 

2. The complementary oath is the one that the litigant takes to complete the 

evidence, and it may not be rejected to the other litigant, subject to the 

provisions stipulated in this Part 

Article (94) 

1. Each party to the litigation may, at any stage of the case, tender the 

decisive oath to the other litigant, provided that the fact subject to oath 

concerns the party to whom the oath is tendered, and if not personal to him 

then it should focus on his mere knowledge thereof. The judge may, 

however, refuse to allow the oath to be tendered if the party who tenders 

the oath has acted unfairly in his request. 

2. The party to whom the oath has been tendered may tender back the oath 

to the other party. The oath cannot, however, be tendered back when it 

concerns only a fact in which the two parties did not both participate but 

concerns only the person to whom the oath has been tendered. 

3. The party tendering the oath or tendering it back may not retract whenever 

the opposing party has accepted to take the oath. 

)95( Article  

1. The oath taker must be qualified to dispose of the object that pertains to 

the oath. 
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2. Representation is not accepted in taking the oath, but may be accepted in 

tendering the oath, accepting it, refusing to take it, and rejecting it, under 

a special power of attorney. 

Article (96) 

1. The oath shall be taken by saying (I swear by God Almighty to say all the 

truth and nothing but the truth), and the oath shall be taken in accordance 

with the religious rituals of the witness' religion or belief, at his request. 

2. The oath shall be taken in the wording approved by the court. 

)97( Article  

1. An oath may not be tendered for an incident contrary to public policy. 

2. The court shall prevent the tendering of the oath if it is not related to the 

litigation, is not productive, or is otherwise inadmissible, and the court 

may also prevent its tendering if it believes that litigant seeking the 

administration of oath has acted vexatiously in that. 

Article (98) 

1. If the claimant is unable to provide evidence and tenders the oath to the 

defendant, the later shall take oath, but if he refuses to do so, the oath shall 

be tendered back to the claimant at the request of the defendant. If the 

claimant refuses to take the oath tendered back to him, his claim shall be 

dismissed. 

2. The defendant may not refuse to take oath in the matters known solely by 
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him; otherwise, the court shall render a judgment against him on the 

ground of his refusal. 

3. The plaintiff may request that the other party takes oath, unless the case is 

decided by a final judgment. 

4. It is not permissible for the person who tenders the oath or refuses to take 

it to retract the same when his opponent accepts to take the oath. 

Article (99) 

When the oath tendered or tendered back has been taken, the other party is not 

entitled to prove that the oath is false. When, however, such an oath is established 

to be false by a Penal sentence, the party injured as a result of the false oath may 

claim damages without prejudice to his right of challenging the judgment 

rendered against him. 

Article (100) 

The guardians, trustees, administrators, and those of similar status may tender the 

oath, refuse to take it, and reject it, in matters pertaining to the property entrusted 

to them, and the decisive oath may be tendered to them in respect of what they 

have disposed of. 

Article (101) 

Whoever tenders oath to his opposing party in the litigation must accurately state 

the facts that constitute the object of the oath and must also mention clearly the 

wording of the oath.  The court may amend the wording of the oath to be tendered 
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in order to designate the fact concerning to which oath shall be taken. 

Article (102) 

Oath shall be taken in the presence of the person tendering it, unless he waives 

attendance or fails to appear without an acceptable excuse despite his knowledge 

of the hearing date. 

Article (103) 

1. Whoever summoned to court to take an oath must appear. 

2.  If the person to whom the oath is tendered appears and makes no 

objection to the permissibility or relevance of the oath to the case, he must, 

if present in person, take the oath immediately or tender it back to his 

opposing party; otherwise, he shall be considered to have refused to take 

the oath. If he fails to appear for no excuse, he shall also be considered to 

have refused to take the oath. 

3. If the person to whom the oath is tendered appears and contests the 

permissibility or relevance of the oath to the case, he must provide 

evidence to his contention, If the court is not convinced of this evidence, 

he must take the oath, otherwise he shall also be considered to have 

refused to take the oath. 

Article (104) 

1. Oath can be taken multiple times according to the number of those entitled 

to tender it, unless they are partners in the right or are satisfied with only 
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one oath. 

2. Oath can be taken multiple times according to the number of parties to 

whom it was tendered. 

3. The court may suffice with one oath if multiple oath taking requests are 

made together. 

Article (105) 

1. The judge may, on his own initiative and at any stage of the case, tender 

the supplementary oath to either party to the litigation with a view to form 

a sound opinion on the merits of the case or on the amount to be awarded 

under his judgment. The judge may only tender the supplementary oath 

when the case is neither completely proved, nor devoid of any proof. 

2. The party to whom this supplementary oath has been tendered may not 

tender it back to the other party. 

Article (106) 

The guardians, trustees, administrators, and those of similar status shall take 

supplementary oath in respect of the property they have disposed of. 

Part IV 

Inspection 

Article (107) 

1. The court or the supervising judge, as the case may be, may, on its own or 

at the request of a litigant, decide to inspect a disputed item, provided that 

the decision to that effect shall state the date, place and method of 

inspection. The court may deputize any of its judge for this purpose or 
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otherwise assign an expert to move to the place where the disputed item 

is located and inspect it. The decision shall be served upon the absent 

parties to litigation at least twenty-four (24) hours prior to the date 

scheduled for inspection. A transcript shall be prepared on the proceedings 

of the inspection. 

2. The court or the supervising judge, as the case may be, may assign an 

expert for assistance in the inspection. The court may also hear the 

testimony of any witnesses as it may deem appropriate, and such witnesses 

shall be summoned even by a verbal request from the clerk. 

Article (108) 

1. Whoever apprehends the loss of the features of an object that may be 

disputed before courts in future, may bring a summary case to the 

competent court, in accordance with procedures followed, requesting an 

inspection of that object to preserve its status quo. Inspection and 

documentation of the object's status quo shall be completed as per the 

provisions of Article (107) of this Law.  

2. In case of a summary case, the court may delegate an expert to move and 

inspect the object in question, and to hear the statements of any witnesses 

as he may deem appropriate. The court shall then fix a hearing to take 

knowledge of the observations made by the parties to the litigation on the 

expert's report and proceedings. The rules provided for in the Part X of 
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this Law shall be followed.  

Part X 

Experts  

Article (109) 

1. The court or the supervising judge, as the case may be, may, on its own or 

at the request of one of the parties to the litigation, delegate one or more 

experts from among the State civil servants, or from the experts of local 

or international expertise firms who are registered in the experts’ roster in 

accordance with the laws in force in this regard, to have their opinion on 

matters required for deciding the case. 

2. In selecting the expert, the court shall take into account that his technical 

knowledge and experience are relevant to the subject matter of the dispute. 

3. If the parties to the case agree to appoint one or more experts, the court 

shall affirm their agreement. 

Article (110) 

If the expert is not registered in the roster of experts, he shall be required to take 

oath before the body assigned him, be it the court or the supervising judge, as the 

case may be, swearing that he will perform his duty honestly, otherwise the task 

performed will be void. The presence of the parties to the litigation is not required 

when the expert takes the oath. A report evidencing taking the oath shall be made, 

signed by the judge, and enclosed to the case file. 

Article (111) 
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The operative part of the decision to appoint an expert must include an accurate 

statement of his mission and powers, the date scheduled for the deposit of the 

report, the hearing scheduled for examining the report in both events, in which 

the report is or is not filed, and the urgent measures which he is authorized to take. 

Article (112) 

1. The court, when appropriate, shall determine the amount due to the expert, 

and the litigant who is instructed to deposit such amount, and shall 

schedule a time limit for depositing the same. 

2. If the instructed litigant fails to deposit the amount determined to be due 

to the expert within the prescribed time limit, the other litigant may deposit 

such amount, without prejudice to his right of having recourse against his 

opponent. 

3. If the amount is not deposited by either of the two litigants, the court may 

decide to suspend the case until the deposit is made for a non-extendable 

period of no more than one month, when the disposal of the case is 

dependent on the expert’s decision, or it may decide that the litigant’s right 

to insist on the enforcement of the appointment decision is forfeited if it 

finds that the excuses given by him are not acceptable. 

Article (113) 

Before taking over the mission, the expert must disclose any relationship he has 

with the parties to the case or any interest he has in it. If he fails to do so, the court 
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shall remove him and order him to refund of the amounts he received. Such 

judgment shall be final and not subject to objection, without prejudice to the 

disciplinary penalties and the right of those concerned to seek compensation from 

him. 

Article (114) 

1. Either litigant may apply for the dismissal of the expert if there is a reason 

to believe that he cannot perform his duties impartially and namely if he 

is a relative or in-law to one of the parties up to the fourth degree, a proxy 

to one of them in his personal affairs, a guardian, custodian, trustee of a 

mortmain, or equivalent thereof, if he is working for one of the parties or 

if he is in dispute with one of them, unless the dispute was brought after 

nominating the expert with the intent to remove him. 

2. If the expert is appointed upon the choice of a party, and such party makes 

an application to remove the expert, such application may not be granted 

unless the reason for removing the expert occurs after his appointment. In 

any event, the application for removal may not be granted after closing the 

pleadings. 

3. The expert must be notified of the application made for removing him and 

he shall be granted a period not exceeding (2) two working days to reply 

to such application. 

4. The court or the supervising judge, as the case may be, shall decide on the 
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removal application within (3) three working days from the date whereon 

the expert submits his reply or from the expiry date of the time limit set 

for the submission thereof. The judgment rendered in such application 

shall be final and not subject to objection. 

Article (115) 

In performing his mission, the expert shall: 

1. Hear the statements and comments of the litigants and such other person 

as he might deem appropriate if the appointment decision includes an 

authorization for him to do so. 

2. Request the litigants or others to deliver to him or allow him to have access 

to such books, records, documents, papers or things as he might deem 

necessary in carrying out his mission. 

3. Inspect such facilities, places and things that need to be inspected to carry 

out his mission. 

Article (116) 

1. It is not permissible for any person to refrain, without legal justification, 

from enabling the expert to perform his mission in accordance with the 

provisions set out in Article (115) of this Law. In this case, the expert shall 

refer the matter to the court. The court may make such decision as it may 

deem appropriate, including ordering the refraining party to comply and 

resorting to compulsory measures, if appropriate. 

2. The expert must inform the court or the supervising judge, as the case may 
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be, if his work encounters an obstacle which prevents him from 

completing his mission or when the matter requires expanding the scope 

of his mission. Then, the court shall make such decision as it may deem 

appropriate. 

Article (117) 

1. The expert shall prepare a report on his works, and such report must 

include: 

a) A description of the mission assigned to him in accordance with 

the appointment decision. 

b) A detailed description of the works he completed, the statements 

made by the opponents and others, the documents and evidence 

they submitted, and the technical analysis thereof. 

c) The opinions of the experts whom assistance he sought. 

d) The conclusion of his works, his technical opinion, and the aspects 

on which he accurately and clearly relied. 

2. If there is more than one expert, they must prepare one report. In the event 

that they hold different opinions, they must mention in the report the 

opinion of each of them and the reasons thereof. 

Article (18) 

1. If the expert fails, without an acceptable excuse, to commence, or neglects 

in, the performance of his mission or delays in submitting the report on 
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the specified date without justification, a notice shall be given to him no 

later than (5) five working days from that date. If he fails to reply within 

the specified time limit, the court shall remove him and order him to 

refund the amounts he received, without prejudice to the disciplinary 

penalties and the right of those concerned to seek compensation from him. 

2. The decision rendered to remove the expert and to order him to refund the 

amounts he received shall be final and not subject to objection. 

3. If it appears to the court or the supervising judge, as the case may be, that 

the delay is due to the fault of a litigant, it shall order such litigant to pay 

a fine of not less than (3,000) three thousand dirhams and of not more than 

(10,000) ten thousand dirhams, and the court may decide that his right to 

insist on the enforcement of the decision to appoint the expert is forfeited. 

Article (119) 

1. The expert shall file his report, in electronic or hard copy, with the Case 

Management Office. The report must be signed by him and indicate the 

details referred to in Article (116) of this Law. 

2. Before filing his final report, the expert shall hand over to the litigants a 

copy of the preliminary report and set a deadline of no less than (3) three 

working days for the litigants to submit their comments and observations 

on his preliminary report. He shall reply thereto within (5) five working 

days. He shall submit his final report to the court or supervising judge in 
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accordance with the rules stipulated in Clause (1) of this Article and send 

a copy of the final report to the litigants within (3) three working days 

following the filing. 

3. The parties may not submit new objections to the expert report after the 

report is filed by the expert with the court, unless those objections are 

newly emerging and based on evidence that could not be obtained until 

after the expert report was filed with the court. 

Article (120) 

If the expert’s mission is complete, he must return all papers, documents, or others 

that he received within (10) ten days from the date whereon the mission is 

complete. If he refuses to do so without an acceptable excuse, the court shall order 

him to surrender what he has received, and to pay a fine not exceeding (10,000) 

ten thousand dirhams, and its judgment shall be final and not subject to objection. 

Article (121) 

The court or the supervising judge, as the case may be, may, on its own motion or 

at the request of one of the litigants, and at any stage of the case: 

1. Summon the expert in a hearing as it may specify to discuss his report 

verbally or in writing, and it may address to him whatever questions as it 

may deem appropriate. 

2. Allow the litigants to question the expert. 

3. Order the expert to complete the shortcomings in his work and to remedy 
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the deficiencies or errors noticed therein. Also, it may also appoint one or 

more experts to join the previously appointed expert. 

4. Appoint one or more other experts to complete the shortcomings in the 

work of the previous expert, remedy the deficiencies or errors noticed 

therein, or re-examine the mission. Such person appointed by the court 

may seek the assistance of the information of the previous expert. 

Article (122) 

1. The litigants, even before filing the case, may agree to accept the 

conclusion of the expert’s report, and the court shall enforce their 

agreement, unless the report includes anything contrary to the public 

order. 

2. Without prejudice to the provision of Clause (1) of this Article, the 

expert’s opinion is not binding to the court. If the court does not rely on 

it, in whole or in part, it shall indicate the reasons thereof in its judgment. 

3. If the court does rely on the expert report, in whole or in part, due to the 

expert’s negligence or error, it may order him to return all or part of the 

amounts he received, as the case may be, without prejudice to 

disciplinary penalties and the right of those concerned to seek 

compensation from him. 

Article (123) 

The litigant who lost the claim, subject of the appointment of expert, shall bear 
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the amount determined to be due to the expert, unless the loss is proportional, 

then, each of the litigants shall bear the amount of his loss. The court shall indicate 

the same in the judgment rendered on the merits of the case. 

Article (124) 

1. As an exception from the procedures regulating the work of experts, the 

court or the supervising judge, as the case may be, by virtue of a decision 

to be recorded in the transcript of the hearing, may appoint an expert to 

express his opinion verbally in an easy technical issue that does not require 

lengthy or complex work. The court may decide that his opinion shall be 

made in writing. 

2. The court or the supervising judge, as the case may be, shall specify in the 

decision the date of the hearing in which the expert presents his opinion 

verbally or the time within which the written opinion must be submitted. 

Article (125) 

The court may rely on an expert report submitted in another case instead of 

seeking the assistance of an expert in the case, without prejudice to the litigants’ 

right to discuss the contents set out in such report. 

******** 
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